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CAS CALENDAR

CALTAPEX 2019. The annual show of the Calgary Philatelic Society is normally held in October at the Kerby Centre, 1133-7th Ave SW, Calgary, AB, 
T2P 1B2. See: https://calgaryphilatelicsociety.com

CANPEX 2019 -- October 19th and 20th at The Hellenic Community Centre, 133 Southdale Rd. West, London, Ontario.   CANPEX is a National- 
level show, and part of the APS “World Series of Philately”. See www.canpex.ca 

TORONTO DAY OF AEROPHILATELY  - Sunday November 3rd 2019. 11.15 a.m. to 4.00 p.m.
Held at the Vincent Greene Foundation, 10 Summerhill Avenue, Toronto, which is close to Summerhill subway station. - Displays, trading, and lots of excellent 
conversation. For more information contact Dick McIntosh: mcintosh47@sympatico.ca  

EDMONTON SPRING NATIONAL SHOW 2020 - Usually held at the end March, at the Central Lions Rec Centre,  
11113 113 St NW, Edmonton, AL, T5G 0E9.     An APS “World Series of Philately” show with Stamp Dealers from across Western Canada.  
For more information see www.edmontonstampclub.com

ORAPEX 2020 - May 2nd and 3rd at the RA Centre, 2451 Riverside Dr., Ottawa ON.
ORAPEX is a National Level show, and part of the “World Series of Philately.” It features some 40 dealers and 150 frames of exhibits.  
Free admission and parking. The theme of ORAPEX for 2020 is “Topicals, Thematics and Illustrated Mail”. For more information see - www.orapex.ca     
The ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE CAS WILL BE HELD DURING ORAPEX.

ROYAL 2020 ROYALE- will be held in Fredericton, New Brunswick. This is the annual exhibition and convention of the Royal Philatelic Society of  
Canada. For further information see  www.rpsc.org

BNAPEX 2020 will be held in Dartmouth, Nova Scotia.  Annual exhibition and convention of the British North America Philatelic Society. BNA Exhib-
its, dealers, and study group meetings. Further information at www.bnaps.org 

BNAPEX 2021 To be decided.

BNAPEX 2022 will be held in Winnipeg, Manitoba.



The Canadian Aerophilatelist   -   September 2019 P.  3

 We have now been producing an “electronic” 
copy of our journal as well as the paper copies for  
5 years.
 Many thanks to Paul Balcaen who has done 
the layout for each of the twenty electronic issues.
I think that Paul does a tremendous job with the lay-
out of The Canadian Aerophilatelist, and so do the many 
people who have complimented me on our journal.
 Paul is also very easy to work with, and does 
a great job of producing the journal before the end of 
it’s nominal month of publication, even when I send 
the text to him later than we would both like.

 Thanks also to Brian Wolfenden for printing 
and mailing out the paper copies shortly after the 
electronic master copy, so that these are usually also 
sent out in the nominal month of publication.
 Meanwhile, I keep juggling journal correspon-
dence, and correspondence received regarding the 
revised catalogue. - If anybody feels I have “dropped a 
ball”, and lost an email or letter I should have replied 
to by now, please send me a copy and a request for a 
speedy response.

Chris Hargreaves

 I think most members would agree, our jour-
nal is one of the best philatelic references produced. 
This is due to our editor Chris Hargreaves and to our 
layout editor Paul Balcaen. I would like to thank both 
for their continued efforts. Also, I would like to men-
tion that the September issue is Paul’s 20th issue as 
layout editor. Congratulations Paul!
 By now, you should have received the won-
derful Alcock and Brown commemorative postard. I 
would like to thank Dave Bartlet, Chris Hargreaves 
and Brian Wolfenden for their efforts in designing the 
card, the special cachet along with the picture postage. 
Dave was also involved with cancelling the cards and 

flying with the cards to ensure their safe arrival and 
return. 
 I would like to congratulate member Sam Chiu 
for receiving the American Association of Philatelic 
Exhibitors’ Sapphire Award. Sam is the first Canadian 
to receive this award, and only the 4th person to 
receive this award.  This award is granted to an exhib-
itor who has entered a multiple frame exhibit in 20 
different National level shows in a 10-year period. 
Congratulations Sam!
 I hope everyone had a safe and happy summer.

Steve Johnson

EDITOR’S REPORT

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

SECRETARY’S REPORT

Welcome to two new members:
486  Sparks Auctions, Ottawa, Ontario  -  Advertising member

#487 Ken Snelson, Toronto, Ontario

Brian Wolfenden
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Many thanks to Dave Bartlet, Chris Hargreaves 
and Brian Wolfenden for designing the CAS post-
card, cachet, and stamp, and especially to Dave 
for all the time he spent franking and cancelling 
the cards, and for flying with them.

The cards were:
• Franked with a specially designed Picture 

Postage stamp showing Alcock and Brown
• Cancelled in St. John’s, Newfoundland on 14th 

June 2019 with a Canada Post commemorative 
cancellation, by Dave Bartlet, and by Michael 
Deal who is a member of both the CAS and 
the St. John’s Philatelic Society

• Carried across the Atlantic by Dave, (who 
works for Westjet), on WestJet’s scheduled 

flights from St. John’s to Halifax, Nova Scotia, 
(WestJet Encore Flight 3423 - Bombardier 
Q400; Captain Ivaylo Sarbinski)), and from 
Halifax to Dublin, Ireland, (WestJet Flight 50; 
Captain Heiko Partenheimer). Dave applied the 
commemorative flight cachet.

• In Dublin Dave was met by Brian Warren of 
the Irish Philatelic Society, who drove him from 
Dublin to An Clochán (Clifden), where the 
cards were cancelled on 15th June 2019 with an 
Irish Post Office commemorative cancellation, 
and also postmarked at the Clifden Post Office.

• Numbered from 1 to 196 as were the letters 
carried by Alcock and Brown.

Dave Bartlet by the Derrygilmlagh Bog
outside Clifden, where Alcock and Brown landed.

COMMEMORATING ALCOCK AND BROWN
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 The St. John’s Philatelic Society produced 
covers which they are selling for $20 each. - They can 
be purchased from their treasurer Martin Goebel 
goebel@nf.sympatico.ca.
 An Post - the Irish Post Office - issued a 
commemorative stamp on June 13th. - The stamp was 
officially launched in Clifden as part of the ALCOCK 
& BROWN 100 FESTIVAL.
 In Britain there was a commemorative can-
cellation in Manchester, where Alcock and Brown had 
both been born.
 The Royal Mail used a special slogan postmark 
“Centenary of the first transatlantic flight 14 June 
1919” on mail across the country on June 14-15th. - 
There was no prior notice given to collectors about 
this postmark: apparently that is the Royal Mail’s usual 
practice.
 The Royal Canadian Mint issued a solid silver 
replica of the Canadian postage stamp produced for 
the 50th anniversary of Alcock and Brown’s flight. The 
coin has a face value of $20, and retails from the Mint 
for $139.95. - Canada Post did not issue a stamp for 
the 100th anniversary of the flight, but is selling the 
Canadian Mint “coin”.
 The German Stamp magazine Der Briefmarken 
Spiegel (The Stamp Mirror) ran an article about 
Alcock and Brown’s flight, which included the CAS 
cachet, and a cover produced by Peter Lepold of 
Kelowna, BC. - For information about Peter’s covers 
email him at peter_lepold@telus.net
 There were also newspaper articles in The 
Globe and Mail and The Toronto Star, and items on the 
radio in at least Calgary and Winnipeg. 
 I am very pleased that Alcock and Brown’s 
flight received more attention that it looked like 
it had received when I wrote our June journal.
 Many thanks to Barry Countryman, 
Herbert Lealman, John Bertram, Kathy Hartley, 
Michael Deal, Mike Street, Neil Hunter, Paul 
Balcaen, Peter Lepold, and Sandy Freeman, 
for sending me information about these 
commemorations.

SOME OTHER COMMEMORATIONS
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26th ANNUAL DAY OF  
AEROPHILATELY in TORONTO

This will be held on Sunday November 3rd, from 
11.15am to 4.00pm, at the Vincent Graves Greene 
Philatelic Research Foundation, 10 Summerhill Ave.
 The Harry Sutherland Library, which is part 
of the VGGF, will be open from 10 AM on November 
3rd. If you have specific interests you can contact 
Kathy Hartley before the meeting at library@greene-
foundation.ca or call 416-921-2073
 The Day of Aerophilately features displays, pre-
sentations, questions and answers, trading, lunch at a 
nearby restaurant, and lots of excellent conversation.
 An added feature this year is a book sale. - 
Dick Malott has donated a number of books to the 
Harry Sutherland Philatelic Research Library. Ones 
that the library has duplicates of will be put in a book 
sale, and CAS members will have the first opportunity 
to purchase those with an aerophilatelic theme during 
our Day of Aerophilately.

For more information contact Dick McIntosh,  
mcintosh47@sympatico.ca   

In Memoriam:  Lee Downer
 Lee had been President of the American Air 
Mail Society since 2018. He passed away in late July.
 Lee grew up around aviation. His father flew 
reconnaissance in the U.S. Air Force while stationed in 
Alaska. Lee attended the Air Force Academy, and then 
flew F-4 fighters in Vietnam. He would later be an 
instructor pilot in the F-16, lead a distinguished career, 
and retire as a two star General. His last assignment 
was as Director of Operations, Headquarters Air 
Combat Command, Langley Air Force Base, Virginia.
 Collecting covers from the US Contract 
Air Mail routes was a lifelong source of enjoyment 
for Lee. He shared his passion in a regular column 
“Treasure Hunting for CAM Covers” in the Airpost 
Journal, before taking on the role of AAMS President.

On behalf the CAS I would like to offer our 
condolences to Lee’s family.

CONGRATULATIONS  
TO AEROPHILATELIC EXHIBITORS:

ROYAL 2019 ROYALE
LARGE GOLD
    Doug Matthews  Grande Semaine d’Aviation de la Champagne
    RESERVE GRAND AWARD

GOLD
    Robert Parsons  Peruvian Airmails 1928 – 1942
       CANADIAN AEROPHILATELIC SOCIETY Best Aerophilatelic Award

LARGE VERMEIL
    Ray Simrak     The R-100, 1930 Airship Flight from England to Canada and Return

PHSC SYMPOSIUM 2019
COURT OF HONOUR
    Alexander Globe  The Development of Pioneer and Semi-Official Air Mail  
         Within Canada, 1918-1934      Large Gold Medal

NON-COMPETITIVE
    Michael Croy  The History of Canadian Aviation and Pioneer Air Mail 1906-1934
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 Only 18 months after the 48th FISA Congress, 
which was held in Hirtenberg/Austria on October 7, 
2017, we meet again on April 27, 2019 in Berlin to 
celebrate the 49th FISA Congress. The last meeting was 
dominated by a long and open discussion about
Astrophilately’s future, a topic that keeps us still quite 
busy. Especially Stefan Bruylants, FISA Secretary Gen-
eral was and is always challenged and brings in all of 
his energy.
 For all of us the surprising passing of our for-
mer President Ross Wood on May 31, 2018 came as a 
shock. Ross was an outstanding player in Aerophilately 
and FISA. He had been chairman of the Aerophilatelic 
Commission of FIP and fulfilled this significant posi-
tion very active. I highly esteemed Ross both as per-
sonal friend and philatelist and I do really miss him
and his advice.
 Special thanks go to all members of the FISA 
Board of Directors who have campaigned for the issues 
of Aero- and Astrophilately as speakers, jury members 
and , not to forget, issued various articles in the special 
literature.
 In Aerophilately we have unfortunately to real-
ize that we have to remain to be on the watch that our 
class with its clear exhibition regulations will persist; 
we realize always efforts to shift us into Postal History 
and/or Thematic Philately. This is unacceptable and 
must be defeated vigorously. It is a constant necessity 
for lobby works in all areas, especially to win collectors
for Aerophilately, to encourage exhibiting and to win 
and educate qualified philatelists as potential jury 
members. This incidentally applies for Astrophilat-
ely who sees itself always pushed in the direction of 
Aerophilately and/or Thematic Philately. In my func-

tion as FISA President I shall always fight this rubbish!
 We are proud to have a very good online pres-
ence; http://www.fisa-web.com is the name of our In-
ternet address, which is accessible by all club members. 
The offered Forum however could be used far more. 
Therefore, my appeal goes to all Club Presidents and 
Delegates: Please strengthen your respective promo-
tion activities!
 Finally a private word: I am proud and happy 
to be FISA President but this function has a time limit 
and therefore I announce already today my demission 
on the 50th FISA Congress 2021. Thus the organisation 
has sufficient time to arrange the succession in a timely 
matter.

Wolfgang H. Porges
FISA President

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Presented at the 49th Congress & General Meeting
Russisches Haus, Berlin, Germany - April 27th 2019
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Q 1.   When did the Post Office introduce 
BY AIR MAIL labels ?
Section 18 of AMCN1 states that the blue Post Office 
BY AIR MAIL labels were introduced “circa 1935”. 
However, in David Hanes book a Study of the Air Mail 
Labels and Airmail Markings Found on Canadian Mail, 
he showed the cover below left produced on July 
12th 1932. In my collection I have the cover below 
right, postmarked December 6th 1932. - Since the BY 
AIR MAIL label is bilingual, and has no promotional 
information for a hotel or airline, it looks like it was 
produced by the Canadian Post Office.

Does anybody have a cover (or covers) 
showing an earlier use of the BY AIR MAIL 
label, or information as to when they were 
first used?
 It turns out that my comments were unduly 
influenced by Section 18 of the Air Mails Of Canada 
And Newfoundland, which shows unilingual labels  from 
the USA, and bilingual labels from the Canadian Post 
Office.

 I received copies of a number of covers with a 
variety of bilingual labels, including:

First Flight Cover from Fort Good Hope
December 31 1929

Cover from Britain with bilingual
Air Mail instructions printed on the envelope.

AMCN2 EDITOR’S REPORT
Chris Hargreaves  - hargreavescp@sympatico.ca 
Many thanks to everybody who sent me information in response to the questions in the 
last issue.
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First Flight Cover from Newfoundland 
August 23rd 1931

Orange Air Mail etiquette
FFC from Leamington, December 15 1931

Trilingual Air Mail label
U.S. Air Mail label of 1928

Mailed Winnipeg JAN 23 1928
Used on cover from Hamilton, JUL 15 1929

This led to me wondering how the labels on the 
Canadian and Newfoundland FFCs were obtained:

• who printed them? 
• how did labels printed in the U.S.A. and/or 

Europe get to Canada and Newfoundland?

I then contacted Brainard Fitzgerald, whose exhibit 
on “The Airmail Sticker” won a Vermeil at ORAPEX 
this year. Brainard responded:

 Your questions are pretty near the questions that 
I had while doing the exhibit. I found little informa-
tion or articles or anything that pertained to them. I 
believe there was little interest in them as the quality 
was very poor and they were really not a stamp. 
Great variations occur in the same kind of labels. 
There was little quality control on labels as they were 
not paid for, or even considered collectible at the time. 
 My major source of information on Canadian early 
labels are a catalogue done by Gunter Mair in 1991, 
R. Lafreniere’s Field Guide to Cinderella Stamps 2nd 
Edition, and Dave Haynes book. Mair seems to be 
positive that 1935 was the first blue labels listed by 
the Canadian Post Office. 
 Using their information of year of first use, I would 
think the label on the 1929 Fort Good Hope cover 
may be a far later one, probably from the early 40’s. 
It may not be tied. Some of the blue labels were cer-
tainly used before 1929, but in 1929 the Universal 
Postal Union Congress decided that all air mail 
stickers from all nations would be blue with white 
lettering. This was for official government post offices. 
It was the same year that the Canadian Post Office 
suggested strongly that air mail covers be identified 
with colour. With both these suggestions it was hoped 
that one could pick out the air mail letters quickly. 
 The label on your first cover dated July 12, 1932 
seems to be tied at first glance but I would like to 
question it or see the actual piece to convince me 
that it is tied, but that is only my opinion. The label 
looks like the 1935 label to me.

Many thanks to Brainard, and to Anne Hutchinson, 
Daniel Michaud, Ian Macdonald and Tom Reyman for 
their responses.
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Q. 2   Who were C.B. Cardinet and 
J.R. Robertson?
Section 26 - Air Mail Pilots of Canada and 
Newfoundland - is being expanded to include a guide 
to where examples of air mail pilot signatures can be 
found.

One of these sources is a page from Ian Morgan’s 
Specialized Catalogue of Canadian Airmail, published in 
1931, that includes:

• the signature of C.B. Cardinet, who is listed by 
Morgan as making the Laurentide First Flight on 
October 3rd 1924. However, AMCN says this 
flight was made by Roy Grandy!

• a signature of J. R. Robertson, who is not men-
tioned in his catalogue, and is not recorded as 
a pilot for any of the companies that flew air 
mail.

CALDWELL not CARDINET !
 JOHN LEWINGTON wrote that Cardinet 
was a mis-identification of Colin S (Jack Caldwell), 
who pioneered the Haileybury to Rouyn route 
for Laurentide Air Service Limited, with a  first air 
Mail flight on September 1924. The cover above is 
signed by Caldwell, and was franked on October 28, 
1924 at Rouyn Lake, and addressed to Springfield,  
Massachusetts.
 Colin Spencer (Jack) Caldwell received his 
pilots license, #180, on November 10, 1922. His 
career with Laurentide included aerial exploration 
north of Lake Athabasca with Irenee Vachon in a 
Vedette flying boat. He was also the Air Engineer to 
Pilot Donald B. Foss, on September 2nd 1922, when 
HS2L G-CCAC “La Vigilance” was lost on takeoff near 
Fauquier, Ontario.
 When the Ontario Provincial Air Service 
was formed, Caldwell moved from Laurentide to 

the OPAS and was in the first cadre of pilots along 
with “Doc” Oaks, etc. He left there to move to the 
Canadian Vickers Company in Montréal as a company 
test pilot. While flying for them in 1929 he bailed 
out of a Vickers Vedette flying boat that went into an 
uncontrollable spin while on test. Thus, he became a 
Canadian member of the Caterpillar Club as a pilot 
who saved his life by use of a parachute. Jack Caldwell 
was killed later in 1929 when his aircraft struck a 
power line.
 The wreck of “La Vigilance” was found in 1967, 
and retrieved by a team from the Canada Aviation and 
Space Museum during 1968 and 1969. The original hull 
was preserved separately, while the aircraft was recon-

structed using parts from three different HS-2Ls. The 
restoration project lasted from 1970 until 1986.
 The restored aircraft is displayed as part of the 
Bush flying Exhibition at the Canada Aviation and Space 
Museum in Ottawa.

J.R. Robertson ?
 JOHN LEWINGTON also wrote that 
Canada’s Aviation Pioneers by A.G. Sutherland has 
several references to J. Ross “Robbie” Robertson.

Upon the 1936 creation of the Department of 
Transport under C.D. Howe, the Director of Civil avia-
tion was J.A. Wilson. He undertook inspections of civil 
aviation facilities throughout Canada. He was often 
accompanied by J.R. Robertson who was an Airways 
Inspector in DOT. Robertson was almost certainly a 
pilot as there is a reference to him flying Wilson “in a 
Waco aircraft to Rivers and Broadview” in 1938. In 
1946 Robertson was the Chief Inspector of Airways 
at DOT. He apparently was involved in the creation 
of radio ranges and approaches to civil airports. He 
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attended any number of DOT functions and ceremo-
nies. In his work capacity he would have met many 
aviation “names” familiar to the semi official period.
 He did not show up in my Goggle search. In 
Parrot’s book about Farrington there is a list of 
pilots that Farrington had known but Robertson is 
not among them. Nor is he mentioned in Molson’s 
book about Canadian Airways. I could not find him in 
McGrath’s book about Canadian Airport History, or 
the books about the Ontario Provincial Air Service. 
 This may be our man, but he does not seem to 
have been a pioneer airmail pilot. 

Thanks John

Q. 3   Newfoundland Air Mail rates 
Section 17, which currently covers “Canadian Air Mail 
Rates Domestic and International”, will be expanded 
to include Newfoundland Air Mail rates. The informa-
tion is largely based on the booklet Newfoundland 
Air Mail Postage - 19 37 to 1949: Extracts from the 
Newfoundland Post Office Circular, that was pro-
duced by Jack Ince, and has been edited by David 
Crotty. Unfortunately the Newfoundland Post Office 
Circulars tended to report what had happened, rather 
than what was going to happen.

The Circular for July 9th 1942 states: “AIR 
MAIL TO UNITED KINGDOM . . . The Postage rate 
to the United Kingdom and European countries is 35 
cents for each half ounce.”

The next reference to a Trans-Atlantic 
rate is on June 8th 1944 which states that: 
“The Air Mail Service, by the Northern Route, 
between Newfoundland and the United Kingdom has 
been resumed in both directions. . . . The Air Mail rate 
of postage is 30 cents for each half ounce.”

When was the 30 cents per half ounce 
rate for Air Mail from Newfoundland to 
England introduced?

May 1st 1943
C.A. Stillions has done a lot of research on various 
aspects of the Newfoundland mail service, and wrote 
that there was an announcement in the St. John’s 
Evening Telegram on  28th April 1943, that the rate 
would be introduced on 1st May 1943.

Thanks C.A.          

Charles Walsh - Pilot - 
1877-1912 ?

There was also a question about Charles 
Walsh in the last issue. - This referred 
to a peculiar statement in a booklet on 
Canadian Air Mail published by Francis J. 
Field in 1951, that Charles Walsh carried 
souvenir mail on a demonstration flight in 
Hamilton, Ontario, in 1913. This is a very 
strange statement as I have seen no other 
reference to such a flight in the aerophila-
telic literature, and because Charles Walsh 
died in 1912!
DIANA TRAFFORD looked into this, and 
sent me the following biography of Charles 
Walsh. He did a lot of very impressive 
things, but there is no mention of him car-
rying mail on his flights.

 1910 – As a member of the Aero Club of 
California, Walsh participated in aviation meets in 
California, in the Los Angeles and San Diego areas. 
New to aviation, he flew a biplane of his own con-
struction described in press coverage as similar to the 
Herring-Curtiss type. In the 13 September 1910 edi-
tion of The Los Angeles Times, he was called “one 
of the few successful amateur aviators of the Coast” 
and was credited with having flown his aircraft for 
over a mile and a half. At a novice meet in October, 
he flew 5 miles at an average speed of 40 mph, and 
won 3 trophies for his efforts.
 1911 – Walsh appeared at numerous fairs and 
exhibitions in a Curtiss biplane or Curtiss-Farman 
biplane throughout the United States, accompanied 
by a crew of mechanics on his travels. In the sum-
mer he joined the Curtiss Exhibition Company. By 
October he was credited as being “one of the most 
successful of the Curtiss aviators” (Quad-City Times 
of Davenport, Iowa). His background in bicycle and 
automobile racing proved excellent preparation for 
his aviation career. Flying a Curtiss biplane, he was 
reported to have flown 15 miles over the city of 
Albuquerque at 1500 feet at a speed of 65 mph. 
(Evening Herald, Albuquerque NM).
 April 1912 – As aviator for the Curtiss Aeroplane 
Company of Hammondsport NY, Walsh made 17 test 
flights at the U.S. Army Aviation School at Augusta 
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GA on a dual control war aeroplane constructed by 
Curtiss to specifications supplied by the signal corps. 
“This is to be the first war machine in our army,” said 
an unnamed army officer. (The Province, 4 April 
1912, p. 7.)

He flew 3 exhibition engagements in Canada:
 30 May 1911 - Charles Francis Walsh of San 
Diego CA made 2 flights on a Curtiss-Farman style 
biplane at Victoria BC. He made 2 more flights on 31 
May. (The Daily Colonist, Victoria BC, 31 May and 1 
June 1911.) See p. 43 in Fuller, Griffin and Molson, 
125 Years of Canadian Aeronautics: A Chronology 
1840-1965. Willowdale ON: Canadian Aviation 
Historical Society, 1983.
 3 June 1912 – Charles F. Walsh of the Curtiss 
Exhibition Co. made the first aeroplane flight at 
Kingston ON. He flew a Curtiss pusher biplane (60 
h.p. Curtiss motor) during the city’s celebration of the 
King’s birthday. (The Daily Standard, Kingston ON, 4 
June 1912.) See p. 51 in Fuller et al., Chronology.
 16 September 1912 – C.F. Walsh flew a 
Curtiss pusher biplane for the Curtiss exhibition team 
at the Provincial Exhibition, Halifax NS. The aero-
plane had been damaged in an abandoned take-off 
attempt on 11 September. He made successful flights 
on 17, 18 and 19 September before crashing again 
on the last day. (The Morning Chronicle, Halifax NS, 
9-10 September 1912.) See p. 57 in Fuller et al., 
Chronology.

He died 2 weeks after his Halifax appearance.
3 October 1912 – At the Interstate fairgrounds 
in Trenton NJ, Walsh lost control of his Curtiss biplane 
while performing a spiral descent in strong winds.  – 
A native of San Diego CA, Walsh was survived by 
his wife and two children. He was 35 and had been 
flying for 3 years. 

Diana also mentioned the matter to George Fuller, 

who was one of the authors of the Chronology “125 
Years of Canadian Aeronautics”. - George had 14 or 
15 pages of notes about Charles Walsh, but found no 
mention of him carrying mail “official or otherwise”.

IAN MACDONALD also looked into this puzzle, and 
wrote that:

 Wikipedia appears to be correct about Walsh’s 
death in 1912. He is reported flying in Victoria in 
May 1911, Kingston in June 1912 and in Halifax in 
September 1912. I haven’t found any reference to a 
Hamilton flight.
 There was a reported aviation meet at Hamilton 
in July 1911 but neither the CAHS 125 Years of  
Canadian Aeronautics A Chronology 1840-1965 or 
Milberry’s Aviation In Canada, The Pioneer Decades 
mention Walsh appearing there or make any refer-
ence to mail. 
 I stopped briefly at Library and Archives Canada 
to check the July-August 1911 Toronto Star for  
Hamilton and Toronto aviation meet news. Most of 
the coverage was of course about Toronto, and the 
only aviators mentioned in the stories were McCurdy 
and Willard. The Toronto World  reported that J.V. 
Martin also flew in Hamilton, but had trouble getting 
airborne due to problems with his engine.
 The aviators rather than the flying machines were 
the stars in those days, so we can assume that Walsh 
would have been mentioned if he had been at the 
meet.

The reference in Francis Field’s book is an 
error, but still a puzzling one. - These sort of 
errors often arise from mixed up information, 
but since Charles Walsh didn’t carry any sou-
venir mail in Canada, fly in Hamilton, or fly in 
1913, what got mixed up?

Many thanks to Diana, George and Ian for re-
searching this topic.
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 The September 2018 Canadian Aerophilatelist included an article by Ken Snelson about the “Mammoth” 
balloon flight. The “Mammoth” balloon was - as its name suggests - huge, and it aimed to set a world long dis-
tance balloon flight record.
 The flight was sponsored by The Daily Graphic, and Ken recently found in an auction an eight page book-
let produced by The Daily Graphic which describes the balloon and aviators. The booklet was intended to be 
dropped from the balloon whilst still over England.
 It was a miniture booklet, and the print is tiny
 The first two pages gave a detailed description of the balloon. - They are enlarged and reproduced 
below:

1907 - THE “MAMMOTH” BALLOON FLIGHT



      The Canadian Aerophilatelist   -   September 2019P.  14

 Continued
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Unfortunately, as reported in the previous article, the flight did not go well:

    The Route:

            Evening Post, 15 October 1907                                                                     CONTINUED
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 Ken Snelson’s article in the September 2018 
Canadian Philatelist caught my attention.  I was only 
vaguely aware of this balloon flight, which ended up in 
an area about 100km as the crow flies from where I 
lived many years ago in Sweden. The name of the place 
where the journey ended as named in the Aberdeen 
Daily Journal (Braecken) and the Evening Post (Brocken) 
didn’t look quite Swedish. I tried to find something 
close to that name on Google maps and other 
Swedish maps, but with no success. The Aberdeen 
journal indicated that the place was near Mellerud, a 
larger town in that area.  I looked in Örjan Lüning’s 
book The History of Airmail in Scandinavia, which had 
2 pages on the subject, and he wrote that they had 
landed near the village of Tösse, which is just over 
30km north of Mellerud, and the place where Ken’s 
postcard was mailed.  I was even more confused.
 I contacted Ulf Nilsson, the editor of 
Filatelisten, the journal of the Swedish Philatelic 
Society (SFF), who passed my question on to Fredrik 
Ydell, a well-known Swedish postal historian who 
is very interested in that particular balloon flight. 
He was not familiar with the Braeken name either.  
Fredrik then looked for reports from Swedish new-
papers about this event and found the clarification 
we were looking for.  According to the Göteborgs 
Posten, the balloon landed first in Bräcka, just out-
side of Mellerud. The 3 passengers hopped out of 
the basket, but then the balloon, with less ballast, 
took off in a gust of wind only to land again about 
30km away in Gunnebyskögen, near Tösse.  Fredrik 
has not been able to locate on his maps neither 
Tösse nor Gunnebyskögen.  Tösse is likely the name 
of a farm or croft, and so may not be on maps, and 
Gunnebyskögen indicates a forested area that may 
not now be forest. 
 It is clear that the postcards that were found 
in the basket at the second landing place were taken 
the same day, a Monday, to the post office in Tösse 
and mailed back to England. Lüning writes it was an 
elementary school teacher, A.V. Mickow who arranged 
that. Later, when other cards were found which had 
apparently fallen out of balloon after taking off after 
the first landing, they too were taken care of by 

Mickow, including drying them and putting Swedish 
stamps on some of the cards.  Stamps of 1 and 2 
öre are known, which was insufficient for mailing to 
England, so they too are marked postage due.  A few 
cards had 5 öre stamps, paying the proper postage 
for printed matter rate. Cards are known cancelled in 
Mellerud from November, December and January. 

Picture postcard with caption “After a 19-hour journey 
through the air from London to Mellerud the balloon 
Mammouth (sic) was caught and packed up by the 
Englishmen Gaudron, Tannar (sic) and Turner in Tösse on 
October 14th, 1907.  

Specially printed card given to those who attended on the 
balloon flight.

The postcard shows how small the basket was!  

Thanks Ken and Gary, and thanks to Fredrik 
Ydell for the postcard illustrations.

Follow-up to the Mammoth  
and a very early airmail postage due

By Gary Coates
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PATRICIA AIRWAYS AND EXPLORATION LTD. 

In April 1926, three former pilots of the Ontario Provincial Air Service formed a new air service 
company, Patricia Airways and Exploration Limited (PAE).  The base of operations was 
established at Sioux Lookout.  This was the same location as Jack Elliot and his companies and 
served notice that there was competition for the lucrative air service business in the district.  

PAE purchased a new aircraft, a Curtiss Lark (dubbed “The Lark”) from Garden City, New York 
and several Curtiss pilots proceeded to fly the aircraft from New York to Buffalo to Toronto 
ending in Red Lake.  This trip required 21 days because of weather issues.  Even though this 
delivery flight did not carry any covers with the company Semi Official stamp it did carry other 
stamped mail on its March 23 to April 12 flight.  Figure 1 is a cover that made this journey. 

 

Some general flights were conducted in May and June but when the Elliot and Elliott-Fairchild 
Air Service companies ceased operations, a lot of mail accumulated at Red Lake, Sioux Lookout, 
and Rolling Portage (Hudson).  

           
 

Figure 1 – New York to 
Red Lake via Buffalo and 
Toronto.  The Canadian 
stamp was added to the 
cover in Toronto.  The 
cover is signed by Pilot 
W. R. Maxwell. 

Figure 2 – Jack V. 
Elliott Air Service 
cover (CL6 on 
back) flown from 
Red Lake to Sioux 
Lookout by PAE on 
June 27, 1926. 

No. 7
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The Post Office paid Patricia Airways a fee to complete the transportation of the accumulated 
mail to the final destinations.  These covers retained the Elliott Air service stamps (CL6 and 
CL7) or the Elliott Fairchild stamps (CL8 and CL9) but were imprinted with the PAE 
information (Figures 2 and 3) 

      

 

The Patricia Company obtained its own Post Office charter and with a newly issued stamp, 
CL13, began its first company flights on July 7, 1926.  This initial stamp design featured the 
company name and a “head-on” view of the “Lark” aircraft.  The cost to the stamp user was 25 
cents.  The main routes were between Red Lake, Sioux Lookout, and Pine Ridge. (Figure 4) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3 – Elliott 
Fairchild Air Service 
cover (CL9 on back) 
flown from Red 
Lake to Sioux 
Lookout by PAE on 
June 27, 1926. 

Figure 4 – First 
flight with the 
CL13 on July 7, 
1926 – Sioux 
Lookout to Red 
Lake.   
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In August 1926, Pilot F. J. Stevenson made an air mail flight from Cryderman Mine (located in 
the Rice Lake mining district in Manitoba) to Sioux Lookout (Figure 5). This cover is one of 
only 35 pieces carried on this flight. 

 

 

 

 

In December 1926, a new aircraft was added, a Stinson “Detroiter”.  Covers were prepared for 
this delivery flight from Toronto to Red Lake to publicize the event. Figure 6.  

 

 

Figure 5 – This is 
the Cryderman 
Mine to Sioux 
Lookout cover 
dated August 17, 
1926.  The CL13 
stamp is on the 
back. 

 

Figure 6 – A cover 
carried on the 
delivery flight of the 
Stinson “Detroiter” 
airplane from 
Toronto to Red Lake 
on December 19, 
1926. 
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When the company expanded its routes to Rouyn and Haileybury in April 1927, the CL13 
company stamp was overprinted with “Haileybury and Rouyn 10 cents” in red ink.  This reduced 
rate stamp was to be used only on the Haileybury-Rouyn route and has been given the 
designation of CL14.  When the fee for the Sioux Lookout to Red Lake air mail service was 
reduced from 10 cents to 5 cents on September 1, 1927, the CL13 was overprinted to show the 
reduced fee.  This is the CL15 stamp.  

                      

 

 

The next installment of the PAE story will feature the second and third stamp designs for the 
company and the routes for which they were produced.    

References: 

• Air Mails of Canada and Newfoundland; Sixth Edition: 1997, Pages 51-56. 
• C. A. Longworth-Dames; The Pioneer and Semi-Official Air Mails Of Canada 1919-
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• Milberry, Larry; Aviation in Canada: The Formative Years; CANAV Books, Toronto, 
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• Unitrade Specialized Catalogue of Canadian Stamps 2017; The Unitrade Press, Toronto 

2017; Pages 576, 578-579. 
• www.mindat.org/loc-243403.html 
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Fig. 1. Pine to Palm essay vertical pair minisheet. 

     “From Pine to Palm” was the name of the first 
aerial mail flight from Aklavik, Northwest Territories 
to Miami, Florida that began on March 14, 1931. Since 
the route from Fort McMurray to Edmonton was not 
yet serviced by the Canadian Post Office Department, 
Commercial Airways Ltd. carried mail over that por-
tion for an extra fee.
     Mr. Robertson Arlidge, aka “Bob of the Northland”, 
who operated the Northland Stamp Co. in Edmonton, 
Alberta, drew the attention of the Commercial 
Airways officials to the fact that mail carried on the 
regular flight south from Aklavik in March could be 
the first carried all the way by air from northern 
Canada to the southern United States. The contin-
uous flight was possible due to the opening of the 
Winnipeg, Manitoba to Pembina, North Dakota route 
on February 3, 1931, that connected in Pembina to 
the U.S. air mail network.

     It was proposed that mail would be carried from 
Aklavik to Fort McMurray on the regular Post Office 
service operated by Commercial Airways Ltd.; from 
Fort McMurray to Edmonton on the semi-official air 
mail service operated by Commercial Airways Ltd.; 
and from Edmonton to Winnipeg and Pembina on 
regular Post Office air mail services. For the flight, 
Commercial Airways suggested a special stamp be 
used to collect the additional air fee for the Fort 
McMurray to Edmonton leg of the trip.
     Arlidge submitted a design to Commercial Airways 
for a special “From Pine to Palm” semi-official air fee 
stamp that featured a map of North America with the 
proposed route, a moose and pine trees on the left, 
and a palm tree on the right. The company then for-
warded the design for approval to the Superintendent, 
Air Mail Service, in Ottawa. 
     However, approval of the Pine to Palm stamp 
was not forthcoming from Ottawa. So covers des-
tined for the flight bore the 5¢ government airmail 
stamp and the Commercial Airways black “AIR FEE” 
stamp on the back. It was later determined that no 
approval of the Pine to Palm stamp was obtained 
since the Superintendent of Air Mail Service decided 
that Commercial Airways already had its semi-official 
air mail stamp that could be used for the flight, and 
the first flight on every part of the entire route had 
already been flown.
     Not to be deterred, Arlidge nonetheless had the 
“From Pine to Palm” essays printed as a tête-bêche 
vertical pair minisheet with “ESSAY” in the lower left 
corner of each design (Fig. 1). This minisheet mea-
sures 63 x 93 mm; the design of each stamp is 43.5 
x 29.5 mm, excluding the word “ESSAY”. The min-
isheet is printed in black on orange paper with shiny 
gum, though ungummed minisheets have also been 
seen (but this may simply be due to soaking). Arlidge 
reportedly [1] had 400 of the essay labels printed (i.e. 
200 minisheets), and those that were not used on 
covers were offered as souvenirs of the flight to air 
mail collectors.
     The flight began on March 14, 1931 with the first 
leg from Aklavik to Fort McMurray being flown by 
Capt. W. R. “Wop” May. Further legs of the flight 
included stops in Edmonton, Winnipeg, Pembina and 

“From Pine to Palm”
by Ronald G. Lafrenière
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Chicago, with arrival in Miami on April 2. 
     Based on available information, a total of 1363 cov-
ers were on this flight. All covers received a very poor 
impression of the March 14 date stamp on account of 
frozen ink used by Bishop W. A. Geddes, who acted as 
postmaster at Aklavik. 
     Some 37 covers were sent by registered mail, 
passing through Brownsville, Texas March 25 and 
Cristobal, Canal Zone, March 28, to finally arrive 
in Buenos Aires about March 31 [2]. One of these 
covers (Fig. 2) was addressed to the Prince of Wales, 
and signed by Postmaster Geddes, in hopes that the 
Prince of Wales would agree to be the Honorary 
President of the Alberta Provincial Philatelic Society 
[3]. Such covers were apparently handled differently 
from the covers flown to Miami. They were likely 
treated as “real” mail rather than “philatelic” mail, 
and put on the first train out of Fort McMurray to 
Edmonton. 

Fig. 2. Registered cover addressed to H.R.H. The Prince of 
Wales and signed by W. A. Geddes, Postmaster at Aklavik. 

     The remaining 1326 covers were flown from 
Aklavik and arrived in Miami on April 2. Only about 
two thirds of these (the covers addressed to Bob 
of the Northland’s customers) obtained a purple 
“RECEIVED GENERAL DELIVERY” Miami backstamp 

(see Fig. 3). A very few of these covers were 
refranked with USA air mail stamps and posted from 
Miami on April 4 to arrive in Buenos Aires on April 13. 
An example of such a cover is shown in Fig 4.

Fig. 3. Example of the “RECEIVED GENERAL DELIVERY” 
backstamp from Miami dated APR 2, 1931, 6 PM. 

Fig. 4. Example of a refranked cover sent from Miami to 
Buenos Aires. 

     About one third of unregistered covers were 
addressed to “Bob of the Northland, c/o Postmaster, 
Miami, Fla., U.S.A.” and received no backstamp. Such 
covers were presumably returned to Bob of the 
Northland, who offered them to his customers. It is 
suspected that Bob attached the “From Pine to Palm” 
essay label to the front of an unknown number of 
these covers, and the essay was cancelled “by favor” 
by Commercial Airways. An example of a cover bear-
ing the essay label is shown in Fig 5.
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Fig. 5. Cover bearing the “From Pine to Palm” essay label.

     In addition to the orange minisheet of “From 
Pine to Palm” essays described above, four presumed 
single essays of the label have been seen by the author. 
None of these has the word “ESSAY” added to the 
lower left margin of the design. These are all printed 
in black on various paper types, with the stamp design 
measuring 43.5 x 29.5 mm. They are shown in Fig. 6 
 and consist of the following: A) black on pale yel-
low-orange ungummed paper measuring 58 x 59 mm; 
b) black on faintly shiny ungummed ivory paper mea-
suring 62 x 47 mm; C) black on dull ivory gummed 
paper measuring 89 x 74 mm; and D) black on red-or-
ange thick ungummed card measuring 83 x 77 mm. 
A fifth single essay (E, not shown) was offered in Lot 
1156 of the Sparks Auctions sale of Dick McIntosh’s 
collection in September 2018. It appears to be black 
on white paper, and measures approximately 66 x 70 
mm. Finally, it is mentioned [4] that Ed Richardson had 
six different varieties of the single essays in his collec-
tion, so presumably there is a sixth variety (Type F) as 
yet undescribed, other than it is printed in black on a 
variety of paper different from the five other varieties.

Fig. 6. Four types (A-D) of essays of the “From Pine to 
Palm” essay label.

     The “From Pine to Palm” essay is an interesting 
example of a cinderella stamp from the early days 
of Canadian aviation. Covers bearing the essay label, 
and minisheets of the essay label are scarce nowa-
days. And the only examples known to the author of 
the single essays are from the author’s collection, or 
offered in the Sparks Auctions sale. If you can provide 
further information on the “From Pine to Palm” labels, 
please contact the author by Email at birdbearpress@
gmail.com.
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Sixty-Five years ago, on Friday 14th May 1954, Trans-Canada Air Lines operated their first trans-Atlantic Super 
Constellation flight: CF-TGB departed Malton as flight 534 at 1725, and after stops at Dorval and Prestwick 
arrived London Airport at 1515 on Saturday.

65 Years Ago - When Air Travel Was Quite Pleasant!
Ian Macdonald



The Canadian Aerophilatelist   -   September 2019 P.  25

Thanks Ian.

NEXT ISSUE  -  SEASONAL SPECIAL
The Canadian Aerophilatelist is published quarterly in March, June, September and December.

The next issue will be our annual SEASONAL SPECIAL. - All members are invited to contribute to 
each issue of the journal, but particularly this one.  Just prepare a page featuring any favourite stamp or 
cover, add your name, and/or address, and/or Seasons’ Greetings to other members, and/or any other 

information you like, and send a copy of it to the editor -  
Chris Hargreaves, 4060 Bath Road, Kingston, Ontario K7M 4Y4

 ( hargreavescp@sympatico.ca )
 to arrive by  November 1st. 
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 I have a cover sent on the first airplane 
carrying passengers from Kansas City, Missouri to 
Chicago, Illinois by National Air Transport (later 
United Airlines).  The postmark date is January 1, 1931 
and it is addressed to John McHale in Halifax, Nova 
Scotia and signed by the two NAT pilots, Novinger & 
Sterling.  John McHale is on the 1935 Canadian census 
as a postman in Halifax.  The back-stamp shows it was 
received in Halifax Jan 3rd and is signed “Cliff Tredu” 
(could beTrider) Baby Squid Pilot, Halifax.  The last 
name is hard to read.  
 From what I can determine, mail between the 
U.S. and Nova Scotia in January of 1931 would have 
been sent to Sydney, N.S. and then forwarded to its 
destination. (FAM-12 started Aug 1, 1931) NAT was 
awarded the contract to carry airmail (CAM-3) on 
the Chicago to Dallas route where Kansas City was 
the middle stop.

Editor’s Thoughts:
• John McHale produced many First Flight Covers, 

and sometimes got them signed by people who 
were not connected to the flight, such as “Mary 
Viesse - Miss. Halifax”. - There is an article about 
him in the September 2000 issue of The Canadian 
Aerophilatelist, which you can read at
http://www.aerophilately.ca/ca-200409-
v022n03-w060.pdf

I suspect that “Cliff Tredu (or Trider) Baby Squid 
Pilot, Halifax” is a local celebrity, not an aviation 
pilot.

• Bob sent me a reply he received from an inquiry 
to Reference Services, Library and Archives 
Canada. LAC did some very thorough and impres-

sive research for Bob, and refer to 
sources that other people could 
use when researching covers. I am 
therefore reprinting the LAC letter 
on the next two pages:

Reference Services, 
Library and Archives Canada,
Government of Canada 

Our reference number: QMS-70529

Dear Mr. Baltzell,
 Thank you for having sent 
images of the airmail cover for the 
first National Air Transport flight 
from Kansas City to Chicago on 
January 1, 1931.
 I have conducted extensive 
research on airmail covers of the 
era and have unfortunately not 
been able to find any reference to 
the “Baby Squid” pilots. I tried some 
variations on the term, such as 
“squad”, but to no avail.
 I have listed below the sources 
I consulted so as to avoid duplicat-
ing our research efforts. I have also 

Question: What were the Baby Squid pilots?
Bob Baltzell
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provided a link to our catalogue for each entry so 
that you may have complete reference information.

Richard K. Malott, Canadian Air Mail Services, 1925 to 
1977
http://collectionscanada.gc.ca/ourl/res.
php?url_ver=Z39.88-2004&url_tim=2018-07-
26T20%3A46%3A36Z&url_ctx_fmt=info%3Aofi%2Ff-
mt%3Akev%3Amtx%3Actx&rft_dat=44264639&rfr_
id=info%3Asid%2Fcollectionscanada.
gc.ca%3Aamicus&lang=eng
Richard K. Malott, Pioneer and Semi-Official Canadian 
Air Mail Flight Covers, 1853 to 1934
http://collectionscanada.gc.ca/ourl/res.
php?url_ver=Z39.88-2004&url_tim=2018-08-
09T18%3A25%3A57Z&url_ctx_fmt=info%3Aofi%2Ff-
mt%3Akev%3Amtx%3Actx&rft_dat=44265202&rfr_
id=info%3Asid%2Fcollectionscanada.
gc.ca%3Aamicus&lang=eng

John Young, Pioneer and Semi-Official Airmails in 
Canada
http://collectionscanada.gc.ca/ourl/res.
php?url_ver=Z39.88-2004&url_tim=2018-08-
09T18%3A27%3A15Z&url_ctx_fmt=info%3Aofi%2Ff-
mt%3Akev%3Amtx%3Actx&rft_dat=26553084&rfr_
id=info%3Asid%2Fcollectionscanada.
gc.ca%3Aamicus&lang=eng

American Air Mail Society and Canadian Aerophilatelic 
Society, The Air Mails of Canada and Newfoundland
http://collectionscanada.gc.ca/ourl/res.
php?url_ver=Z39.88-2004&url_tim=2018-08-
09T18%3A28%3A54Z&url_ctx_fmt=info%3Aofi%2Ff-
mt%3Akev%3Amtx%3Actx&rft_dat=17389747&rfr_
id=info%3Asid%2Fcollectionscanada.
gc.ca%3Aamicus&lang=eng
 
 Furthermore, “Cliff Tredu” was not listed 
among the pilots in the above resources and no one 
by that name appears in the city directories of that 
time period. However, I was able to locate a Clifford 
G. Trider, tobacconist at 695 Barrington Street, Halifax 
in Might’s 1931 Directory of Halifax and Dartmouth, 
Nova Scotia. His residential address appears as 706 
Barrington Street. This may well be our man, but I’m 
afraid I do not have any additional information on him 
or his possible flying career. 

 I have transcribed the details provided for Mr. 
Trider in full above, as I am not able to provide a copy 
of the relevant directory page. These works cannot be 
reproduced for preservation and copyright reasons. 
Please see this link for a complete reference to the 
directory in our catalogue:

http://collectionscanada.gc.ca/ourl/res.
php?url_ver=Z39.88-2004&url_tim=2018-08-
09T18%3A43%3A04Z&url_ctx_fmt=info%3Aofi%2Ff-
mt%3Akev%3Amtx%3Actx&rft_dat=1097965&rfr_
id=info%3Asid%2Fcollectionscanada.
gc.ca%3Aamicus&lang=eng
 
I also checked various news sources (The Globe and 
Mail, The Toronto Star, Newspaper Archive and Paper 
of Record databases), as well as specialized websites 
(http://www.aerodacious.com/, http://www.america-
nairmailsociety.org/, http://www.aerophilately.ca/, etc.) 
with no luck. 
 
There are a few more avenues of research open to 
you.
 
It might be worth looking through early aviation or 
philatelic magazines to determine if this mail route 
and its pilots are discussed. 
 
The American Airmail Society has made available 
digitized copies of the Airpost Journal from 1929 
onwards, complete with indexes, available here: http://
www.americanairmailsociety.org/html/airpost_jour-
nal.html. You may also wish to contact the philatelic 
groups they list with your question: http://www.amer-
icanairmailsociety.org/html/aerophilatelic_societies.
html. 
 
A 1998 issue of the Canadian Aerophilatelic Society’s 
newsletter, The Canadian Aerophilatelist, (http://www.
aerophilately.ca/ca-199806-v014n02-w035.pdf) lists 
the following publications of the era that might pro-
vide some leads: Lynn’s Weekly Stamp News, Weekly 
Philatelic Gossip, Mekeel’s and the Standard Airpost 
Catalogue (see page 11). Should you wish to investi-
gate if issues of these titles are available near you, you 
can search WorldCat (http://www.worldcat.org/) or 
check with your local public library.
 
The Canadian Aerophilatelic Society also provides an 
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index to their newsletter (http://www.aerophilately.ca/
pdfbacktest.html) and links to several other relevant 
philatelic groups (http://www.aerophilately.ca/Links.
html). 
 
Here at Library and Archives Canada, one possible 
source of information would be Canadian Aviation 
magazine, the catalogue entry for which is here: http://
collectionscanada.gc.ca/ourl/res.php?url_ver=Z39.88-
2004&url_tim=2018-08-09T19%3A29%3A53Z&url_
ctx_fmt=info%3Aofi%2Ffmt%3Akev%3Amtx%3Actx-
&rft_dat=87762&rfr_id=info%3Asid%2Fcollection-
scanada.gc.ca%3Aamicus&lang=eng. Short of coming 
onsite to consult issues of this magazine yourself, you 
could hire a freelance researcher to do so on your 
behalf: http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/freelance-re-
searchers/Pages/freelance-researchers.aspx.
 
Finally, the Smithsonian National Air and Space 
Museum holds an archival collection on National Air 
Transport, the letter’s carrier: https://airandspace.
si.edu/collection-objects/national-air-transport-collec-
tion-hutchinson-1927-1937. It may be worth con-
tacting their Archives for additional guidance: https://
airandspace.si.edu/archives.
 

I’m sorry that I could not provide you with more 
definitive information on this very interesting topic, 
but I hope that some of the leads I have provided 
prove helpful.
 
Best regards,
 
Alexandra Clemence
 
Reference Services
Library and Archives Canada / Government of Canada
bac.reference.lac@canada.ca / Tel: 1-866-578-7777 / 
TTY:1-866-299-1699

Well done Alexandra Clemence and Library 
and Archives Canada!

CALTAPEX 2019
Annual show of the Calgary Philatelic Society.

October19th and 20th at the Kerby Centre,  
1133-7th Ave SW, Calgary, AB, T2P 1B2.

For more information see: https://calgaryphilatelicsociety.com
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CACHETS APPLIED  
TO INTERRUPTED NEW ZEALAND 
AIR MAIL,  by Brian R Peace FRPSL 

APR and Robin D Gwynn  
RDP FRPSL FRPSNZ

Review by Ken Sanford: kaerophil@gmail.com

 The authors of this study have spent thirty 
years amassing examples and information on the 
subject. The result is a 108-page full-colour book 
containing details of every cover recorded and its 
provenance.
 Jim Stapleton, compiler of The New Zealand 
Air Mail Catalogue, had intended to publish something 
on this subject over 25 years ago, and the two authors 
had provided him with details of their examples. Sadly, 
Jim passed away before taking the matter further.
 The study deals only with the cachets applied 
to interrupted air mail in the period 1936 to 1967. 
The authors set the context by stating 150 examples 
have been identified. They then list the number of 
examples recorded for each year, pointing out that 
87 examples (58% of those recorded) are from the 
period April 1936 to 1938. What is remarkable is that 
in 57 of the 89 incidents (64%) only a single example 
is recorded.
 Auction realisations have not reflected the 
scarcity of these cachets.
 A census of covers is included. Listing every 
example in chronological date order, with images 
where available, one can quickly establish whether a 

cover has been already recorded or is a new find.
 Listings of all the aircraft involved during the 
period are very detailed, and useful for those collect-
ing first flight covers. 
 Inevitably the publication of the study will 
encourage collectors to examine their examples to 
check if they have an unrecorded item. Many more 
examples will come to light.
 The authors state that other aspects of New 
Zealand disaster mail could be the subject of further 
studies. It is hoped these have already been started.
Available at NZ$35.00 plus postage from Mowbray 
Collectables, Wellington, NZ. john@mowbrays.co.nz 

NEW EDITION OF THE AUSTRA-
LIAN AIR MAIL CATALOGUE.

 Plans are under way to release a new edition 
of The Australian Air Mail Catalogue for release at 
Aeropex in December of this year. Tom Frommer 
and Charles Leski have been updating the last edition, 
published in 2008, but are always conscious of correc-
tions and new entries to be made. Such a catalogue is 
a work in progress that is continually evolving. 
 Collectors and researchers with details of 
changes and additions to the catalogue are invited to 
send them to Tom Frommer, Charles Leski or Martin 
Walker by the end of September 2019 so they can 
be verified and considered for inclusion in the new 
edition.
 If sending changes please quote the current 
AAMC number and the details of the change. 
 For new entries please send the details as 
found in the catalogue for other flights. eg, date of 
departure, the names of the pilots and crew and the 
aircraft used, the route flown including stops, and if 
known, the number of covers carried. Scans of the 
cover at min 300dpi will also be helpful.
 To encourage new contributions to the cat-
alogue Charles Leski is generously offering a 50% 
discount off the retail price of the new edition to 
all contributors who suggest corrections or addi-
tions that are adopted.
 Details of how to order the new edition will 
be released later in the year.

Tom Frommer - frommer@pcug.org.au
Charles Leski - Charles@leski.com.au
Martin Walker - saphilatelist@gmail.com 
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How I became an Aerophilatelist #9
Chris Hargreaves

First Flight Cover: EDMONTON, Alberta - FORT NELSON, 
British Columbia, July 5th 1937

 As a boy I collected stamps, and loved the pic-
tures and designs on them. I also read comics, wanted 
to be a pilot, and dreamed about travelling the world.
 Later on, I stopped collecting stamps, and no 
longer read comics. I started a pilot training course, 
but had to withdraw due to chronic ear ache.
 Instead of travelling the world, I became a high 
school Social Science teacher. - I taught students how 
to locate remote towns in northern Canada on maps, 
and the skills of historical research. (I also taught Law, 
Philosophy, and a lot of other things.)
 But my parents continued to collect stamp, 
and I occasionally visited stamp shops and shows to 
buy presents for them.
 My father collected bird stamps, and one day 
I came across some First Flight Covers with drawings 
of birds in the cachets. The covers were in a box, and 
being sold for $2 each.
 I was intrigued by the $2 price, as the covers 
were franked with a 6 cents airmail stamp from the 
1930s.-  I had often taught about the 1930’s, and in 
order to help students understand articles about 
the Depression, gave them a comparison of prices in 
the 1930’s with contemporary prices in the 1990’s. I 
remembered that in the 1930’s a quart of milk also 
cost 6 cents. But in 1992 a quart of milk, (or its metric 
equivalent), cost $2.25!
 So this cover had once been a valued 
item, that was prepared specially for a flight, sent 
to Edmonton, flown to Fort Nelson, travelled 

back across North America to 
Massachusetts, and been put in a col-
lection. Then, fifty-five years later, it was 
sold for less, in purchasing power, than 
the original cost of the stamp!
 I started wondering about these 
First Flight Covers. - Why did people 
create them? What sort of aircraft 
were they flown in? Why was the first 
flight made when it was? 
 Then I began reading about 
aviation history, and First Flight Covers. 
- Soon I was collecting again, looking 
for First Flight Covers, and enthralled 

by aerophilately.
 Now I do my own historical research, and 
gather information from various sources. - I’’m 
delighted when I have to try and reconcile different 
accounts of the same event.
 Sometimes at stamp shows, when going 
through boxes of covers, I feel like a modern-day 
archaeologist! Fortunately the surroundings are 
normally much more pleasant than those endured by 
many archaeologists.
 I can tell stories about northern Canadian 
towns like Fort Nelson, which are no longer just 
names on a map.
 I read newspaper articles about flying that 
were written in the 1920’s and 30’s, and which remind 
me of the comic books I once read. Meanwhile people 
I meet who actually fly around the world on business, 
tend to complain about hotels and jet lag.
 And I still love an attractive design on my cov-
ers, and the pictures on the stamps.

 Many thanks to Gord Mallett, Ian 
MacDonald, Dick McIntosh, Don Fraser, 
Dave Reynolds, Thomas Lippert, Brian 
Wolfenden, and the late Mike Shand, for 
their contributions to this series of arti-
cles. All readers are invited to contrib-
ute an account of how they became an 
Aerophilatelist, and/or why they chose 
the specialization you did. Please send 
a long or short item to the editor at 
hargreavescp@sympatico.ca
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INDEX to THE CANADIAN AEROPHILATELIST 
         
Gord Mallett maintains a terrific index to the contents of The Canadian Aerophilatelist, which begins with the July 
1985 inaugural issue.  

The index is produced as a Word document, and includes all Journal articles linked to the collecting, research-
ing and exhibiting interests of aerophilatelists and astrophilatelists, as well as the aviation and philately articles 
of a more general nature. - by using the Find function any name, keyword, phrase or The Air Mails of Canada 
and Newfoundland catalogue number can be utilized to locate pertinent articles.

For a free copy of the Index, or further information, contact society member Gord Mallett [gdmall@telus.net].
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION / RENEWAL FORM
The CANADIAN AEROPHILATELIC SOCIETY has about 150 members, and membership is open to all. The CAS aims to provide a forum for the 
exchange of information among Canadians who are interested in any aspect of world-wide aerophilately, and for collectors from around the world 
who are interested in Canadian aerophilately. - This is mainly achieved through our journal The Canadian Aerophilatelist which is published quarterly.

The Society also provides a number of other services, including a question-and-answer service for mystery air mail stamps and covers; a small 
library that can be searched for information on particular topics; and representation of Canadian aerophilatelists at national and international levels.

For more information about these services, and/or a free copy of our Short Guide to Canadian Aerophilately, contact Chris Hargreaves, 4060 Bath 
Road, Kingston, Ontario K7M 4Y4. ( hargreavescp@sympatico.ca ) OR check out our website: www.aerophilately.ca 

Membership rates based on current exchange rates
The membership dues for members who receive The Canadian Aerophilatelist by EMAIL are: 
 1 year -  $15.00 Canadian or US$12.00 or 10 GB pounds or 11 Euros - anywhere in the world
 2 years - $25.00 Canadian or US$20 or 16 GB pounds or 17 Euros, anywhere in the world

The dues for members who prefer a PAPER COPY of The Canadian Aerophilatelist mailed to them are: 
 1 year - $25.00 CDN in Canada,  $30.00 CDN in U.S.A. (or $24.00 US),
  $35.00 CDN for members Overseas, (or $28.00 US, or 24 Euros, or 22 Pounds Sterling)

 2 years - $45.00 CDN in Canada,  $55.00 CDN in U.S.A. (or $44.00 US)
  $65.00 CDN for members Overseas, (or $52.00 US, or 44 Euros, or 40 Pounds Sterling)

Members receiving a paper journal may also receive an emailed journal at no extra charge.

Dues can be paid by cheque in Canadian $, U.S.$, Euros, or Sterling, payable to: The Canadian Aerophilatelic Society, 
or by PAYPAL in CANADIAN $ to bjnepean@trytel.com

If you would like to join, please send the following information with your dues to:
 Brian Wolfenden, Secretary-Treasurer CAS, 203A Woodfield Drive, Nepean, Ontario K2G 4P2

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________
Address:___________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Telephone: _______________________________________________Date of birth: _______________________
Period and Type of membership: _________________________________________________________________
E-mail: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
(For Secretary’s use: Date joined: _______________________  Amount of dues paid:_____________)

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
The following members are due for renewal before publication of the next newsletter. - Please send your 
renewal to Brian Wolfenden as soon as possible, in order that the next newsletter is sent to you without delay. 
PLEASE  NOTE that new MEMBERSHIP CARDS are only sent to renewing members on  request.

Regular members:
#326 Gary Cristall, 
#403 David Crotty,  
#453 Steve N. Dulaney,  
#455 Bernie Finkelstein,  
#186 Chris Hargreaves,
#420 Allen Klein,  
#387 Ronald Markwell,  
#234 Kevin O’Reilly,  
#194 Derek C. Rance,  
#470 David Whitbread,
#413 Howard 
Wunderlich

The dues for Advertising 
Members are $25 Canadian 
per year, in addition to 
their regular membership 
fee. - Advertising Members 
are guaranteed an adver-
tisement in each issue, but 
the size of the advert is 
at the editor’s discretion, 
and depends on the space 
available. (Very large adver-
tisements can be placed by 
special arrangement, for an 
additional charge.) If any-
body would like to become 
an advertising member, 
please contact the editor.

Advertising:
#353 Chris Carmichael,   
#443 Eastern Auctions,   
#262 E.S.J. Van Dam,   
#412 John Walsh

To all members 
listed who have 
already renewed 
their membership, 
thank you for doing 
so.


